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Of many Hundred of | RWte 
Paper-Makers, and Pwners of Paper-Mills, 
Within the Kingdom of England, to thi preſent Parlianient humbly preſented. 


| pes | 
H AT the Paper-Makers within this Kingdom, time out of mind, have, and ſtill do make great and vaſt 
quantities of Printing Paper, as well for the rieceſſary uſe of this Kingdom as the Engliſh Plantations. 


That there are very great Quantities of Brown-Paper already made, and in truth the making of Brown 
Paper will not pay the Charges ; for the Paper-makers muſt and do looſe by all of that fort they make, fo 
that if the intended ACt paſs, and they not ſuffered to buy white Rags to make white Writing and Printing Paper, 
their Mills will be of no uſe, and they themſelves, their Wives, and Families, abſolutely ruined. 


That the promoting of the ſaid intended ACt of Parliament is only by the Pattentees mentioned in the faid in- 
tended Act , which are but a very few in number, and have not above Four or Five Paper-Mills, and yet in and by 
their Suggeſtion in rheir Caſe in Print to this Honourable Houſe, as well as in their ſaid intended A&t, they pretend 
they can and will make as much white Writing and Printing Paper as will not only ſerve this Kingdom but alſo the Exg1iſh 

| Plantations, when there 15 above One hundred FPaper-Mills within this Kingdom, and the greateſt Number of them al- 


ways have employed the greateſt part of their time in making of white Printing Paper , all which are but ſufficient to 
compleat the ManufaCture. 


That there are not leſs than a "Thouſand Families within this Kingdom , beſides the faid Maſters of Paper-Mills, 
which have no other dependency tor a Lively-hood for themſelves-and Families although they have ſeverally ſerved a le-+ 
oal Apprentiſhip ta the ſaid Trade) but merely from an Employment of the faid ſeveral Paper-Mills, and making of | 
white Paper, and it is undeniably evident they muſt be totally ruined if the ſaid intended Act paſs, in reſpe& there is nor a 


above Four or Five Paper-Mills belonging to the ſaid Pattentees, - which are altogether diſproportionable for the employ- 
ment. of ſo many Perſons. : E--: 
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That it is viſibly evident, the promoting of the ſaid intended ACt of Parliament by the ſaid Pattentees carries along 
with it not only a Deſign to reimburſe themſelves the Moneys that they have molt extravagantly laid out about the ſaid 
ManufaCture, but to ingroſs and monopolize all the enſuing Trade into their own hands, tor that all other Paper-Mills 
will be diſabled as well from the making of any manner of white Writing and Printing Paper, as alſo from the buying of 
any white Linnen Rags not only under a certain Penalty, but of the forfeiting of the ſaid white Linnen Rags ſo bought, tv 
the Governour and Company of white Paper-makers, as in and by the faid intended AQ is ſet forth, which is an abſolute , 
infringing of the Liberties and Priviledges of their Majeſties Subjects, the ſaid Paper-makers having always had the Privi- 
ledges and Freedome of making as well white Writing and Printing Paper, as Brown Paper, and are by the Law of this 
Land undeniably Authoriſed to exerciſe the ſaid Art, they having ſerved the Term of Seven years Apprentiſhip to the ſaid 
Trade, and the ſaid Deſign cannot paſs but it muſt unavoidably ruine, and utterly undoe, as well the ſeveral Maſters of 
Paper-Mills, as thoſe numerous poor Families that have a Livelyhood from the ſaid Paper-Mills, and a growing Oppreſlion 


muſt conſequently follow, when the whole Kingdom muſt be ſubje&t to Four or Five Mills only, when- above a Hundred 
muſt be void of Employ. 


That the ſeveral Paper-makers within this Kingdom have formerly made white Writing Paper, as well as Printing Pa- 
pcr, before the French Intereſt took footing in this Kingdom, and ſtill can make as good white Writing and Printing Paper 
as any the Pattentees can pretend to make ; and by reaſon the French did yend ſo much of white Writing, Paper for ſuch 
low Rates that the ſaid Paper-Makers loſt by making of the ſame ; but now the Prices are greatly amended, fo there will 
conſequently follow an Encouragement for all the Paper-Makers 1n this Kingdom to make as well white Writing, and 
Printing Paper as Brown Paper, it not prohibited by the ſaid intended Bill and Letters Patrents. 


That the ſeveral Paper-makers, or the Major part of them have taken long Leaſes under great Rents, at Eighty or 
Ninety pound per 4zmum, Which if the ſaid intended ACt paſs the ſaid Paper-Mills are not worth Ten pounds per Annum, 
and the Leſſees muſt certainly be ruined by their own Covenants, and that which ſeems moſt unreaſonable in this Caſe is, 
that the ſeveral Pattentecs endeavour to repair their Loſſes by the deſtru tion of orhers. 


Laſtly, the whole Matter and Premiſles being culy conſidered, we humbly ſubmit to the Determination of this Honou-' ' 
rable Houſe, whether it is not to be preſumed that thoſe Paper-Makers which haye ſerved their Times to the ſaid Paper- 
Makers "Trade, and have ſince had above Twenty years experience {or the Major part of them) may be more capable of 


compleating the ManufaQture of making of white Writing and Printing Paper, than rhe ſaid Pattentees , which are nor of ) 
above three or four years ſtanding, 
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